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dues paid to a feudal lord and held direct
from the sovereign.

Franklin, city, New Hampshire, Merrimac
co., on the Merrimac River. Franklin was the
birthplace of Daniel Webster; p. 6,749.

Franklin, Battle of, a stubbornly con-
tested battle of the Civil War, fought on Nov.
30, 1864, at Franklin, Term., between General
Schofield with a force of-29,000, and a Con-
federate force of 41,000 under General Hood.
The battle is considered to have been tactically
drawn; the Federal loss was about 2,300, the
Confederate, about 6,300. A number of other
actions took place at Franklin. On April 10,
1863, a Federal Force under General Granger
repulsed an attack led by General Van Dorn.
Consult Johnson and Buel's Battles and Lead-
ers of the Civil War (4 vols.); Cox's Battle of
Franklin, Tenn.; Schofield's Forty-six Years
in the Army.

Franklin, or Frankland, State of, a name
given to an extra-legal government established
in 1784 by the settlers in what is now East
Tennessee, then owned by North Carolina.
The settlers, angered by North Carolina's ces-
sion of their district to the Confederation,
organized a government and elected John
Sevier governor; North Carolina then revoked
her cession, suppressed the 'State5 of Franklin
hi 1788, and in 1789 again ceded what is now
* Tennessee to the general government. See
TENNESSEE.

Franklin, Benjamin (1706-90), American
statesman and author, was born in Boston,
Jan. 17, 1706. In 1723 Benjamin ran away,
going first to New York and thence to Phila-
delphia, where he shortly found work in the
printing-office of Samuel Keimer. His abilities
attracted the attention of the governor of
Pennsylvania, Sir William Keith, who urged
him to set up an office for himself. Franklin
went to London to buy type and supplies, only
to find on arrival that the promised support
was not forthcoming, and that he himself was
penniless in a strange land. He worked at his
trade in London until the summer of 1726,
when he returned to Philadelphia. There he
shortly established a printing-office of his own.

The excellence of his work, Ms industry,
and his business shrewdness presently obtained
for him a large share of the public printing of
Pennsylvania, Delaware, and New Jersey. In
1728 he established the Pennsylvania Gazette,
which became the leading newspaper between
New York and Charleston, and of which he
retained the ownership until 1748. A pamphlet
entitled *A Modest Inquiry into the Nature
and Necessity of a Paper Currency,' published

in 1729, though specious in argument, did
much to induce the adoption of paper cur-
rency in the province, and secured for Franklin
the printing ot the money first issued. In 1732,
he began the publication of Poor Richard's
Almanac, which for twenty-five years held its
place as the most notable compilation of the
kind in the English language. He was one of
the organizers, in 1730, of the first Masonic
society in America, being himself elected grand
master in 1734. In 1730 he married Deborah
Read, of Philadelphia, who died in 1774.
His active political life began in 1736, when
he was chosen clerk of the General Assembly
of Pennsylvania, an office which he retained
by successive elections until 1750, when he
became a member of the Assembly. In 1737
he was made postmaster of Philadelphia. The
Franklin stove, or 'Pennsylvania fireplace,'
was perfected in 1742. During King George's
War (1741-1748), he was active in providing
for the defence of the colony against the French
and Indians. In 1753 he was made one of the
two deputy postmasters-general for North
America, an office which he filled until 1774.
His experiments with electricity, to which sub-
ject his attention first became directed about
1746, won him the rare honor of membership
in the Royal Society.
At the colonial congress at Albany, in 1754,
Franklin, who was a member from Pennsyl-
vania, submitted a plan of colonial union. The
plan was adopted by the congress, but rejected
by the colonial assemblies and not considered
by the crown. During the French and Indian
War which followed (1754-1761) Franklin took
a prominent part in directing the defence of
Pennsylvania.
It was at this time that the bitter struggle
between the people of Pennsylvania and the
Perm family, the proprietaries of the colony
over the taxation of the proprietary lands, be-
came acute. In 1757 the Assembly of the
province sent Franklin, who had been the most
prominent opponent of the proprietary claims,
to England to lay the case before Parliament.
In 1759 he published in London An Historical
Review of the Constitution and Government of
Pennsylvania. After more than three years of
argument and delay, the controversy ended
in a substantial victory for the province.
Franklin did not return to Pennsylvania until
late in 1762. On his return to Philadelphia he
was received with marked honor, in addition
to an election, in advance of his arrival, to a
seat in the Assembly. His natural son, Wil-
liam, was appointed governor of New Jersey.
A period of great public activity for Franklin